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Thus, while the Vedantin took his flight up into the regions of
the Absolute, the Tantrik brought down whatever power he
possessed in his ascent and used it to perfect his parts of nature,
but the wholeness of the perfection did not come, because his
realisation was not of the highest kind, which only could accom-
plish it. Yet in the Yoga of the Upanishads and to some extent
in that of the Tantras, this ascension meant a definite widening
of the consciousness, an enlarging of it into the higher reaches
of truth, light and ananda. But what was not there was the
integration, the unification of all into a whole. The highest
range of consciousness beyond mind, so far attained after the
Upanishadic period, is the Overmind in which every power
and aspect of the Divine Reality has its own independent
action, its separate existence, so that a complete conception of
them as integrally one in the indivisible all-comprehending
Unity could not be had. There is in it the Light, but its
diffused splendour dazzles the seeker so much that he feels
contented with it; and the brilliant golden lid of its world
veils the face of the greater Truth from his sight. There is
also the Oneness, but it is in the background and when its
vision is available it appears as that of a Oneness splitting into
a teeming multiplicity of forms, and the seeker goes ofl
to be absorbed in the One without caring to understand the
truth of the Many. Tantrikism and Vaishnavism accepted the
Many as the Lild of the Divine, but it was to them the cosmic
play and not the manifestation of the one Reality. The dis-
covery of unity and harmony between these apparent irrecon-
cilables has not therefore been practicable and remained, for
ever an object of striving for inan throughout his history. Th^
Vedic seers had a glimpse of it, as also the early Upanishadic
mystics, but in the later ages when intuition gradually gave way
to reason, the vision became dimmed, and whatever attempt was
made by the mind proved unsuccessful. But the evolutionary
Nature has all the time been active in preparing man for hh
ultimate destiny. In India, who is to be the leader of hurrnn
evolution, this work takes a definite form, and an outline of it,
traced above, may indicate the inherent trend of her endeavours
towards the goal. Her recognition of the sovereignty of the
Spirit above everything else has given India much of what she
needs for her growth towards the Light. But she needs more.
Perfect knowledge, or whole knowledge is not possible even in
the Overmental consciousness.  It has not that integrality
which alone can explain creation, and being the first parent of
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